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STEVE Brows

CONCRETE RESULTS: Steve Brown and Fary Moini with students at La Jolla Galden
Trinngle Rotnry Club School in Afghanistan, which waos built wich 8240,000 in denations.

Taking action in Afghanistan

Sinee 2001, San.
Diegans have provided
expertise and cash to
help the war-torn land.

Tany PERRY
HEPORTING FROM 8AN DIEGO

It began with avisit by a San
Diego businesswoman who vol
unteered at an Afghan refugee
camp in Pakiston after the Tal-

[ban was pushed from powerin
2001

Fary Moini, the owner of two
tuxedo shops, was shocked by
the poverty and despadr at the
overerowded slte just across
the border from Afghanistamn.
and moved by the sorrow and
confusion she saw inthe evesof
the ehildren,

When she returned home,
she appealed to her fellow Ro-
tary Club members to help do
something — anything — for
the Afghans,

Steve HBrown, a prominent

attorney and lengtime member
of the La Jolla Golden Triangle
Rotary Club, took up the chal-
jenge. and  within months
Brown and his cluty had radsed
£240,000 to bulld a school In
war-torn Jalalabad.

The school, now scrving
3.000 boys and 1,500 girls, was
Just the start In what has be-
come a multifeeted effort by
San Diego residents and instl-
wtlons to upgrade the sduca-
tional and medical faclllties in
Jalplabad and the surrounding

[See Afghanistan, Poge BS]
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San Diegans give
aid to Afghanistan

[Afghanistan, from Page Bl|
Nangarhar reglon.

After the school projeet,
Brown ralsed money to bulld a
dormitory for female students
and o three-bedroom  guest
house for visiting teachers, and
to pny the salaries of clght in-
structors,

A computer lab was estab-
lished at Nangarhar University
fan ¢-mail appeal brought
S10.000 from San Diego Padres
owner John Moores), At the
Rotary Club's urging, San Di-
epn and Jalalabad established
a sister-clty relatlonship, and
Jalalabad's mayvor came Lo San
Diiego to meet his counterpart,

“Everything s Intercon-
nected,” Brown sald,

Spinoll projects hove on-
compnssed Ban Diego State
University and UC S8an Diego.
Brown and San Diego State of-
ficiels secured 52 million from
the World Bank to work with
the faculty at Nangarhar Uni-
versity.

Sinee 2000, professors of en-
gineering, health selence and
English as a second language
have traveled from Nangarhar
to Ban Diego State for tralning
and some sightseeing. Thirty
will mrrive Lhis summer.

The region's top doctor res
cently spent amonth In San Di-
ego  discussing  community
health needs — and got to
watch his first National Foot-
ball Leapue game.

“The Alghan people are (a-
mous for thelr hospitality” sald
Dr. A)mal Pardis, public health
director for Nangarhar prov-
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Ince and chalrman of the drive
to eradicate polio ln Afghanil-
stan, "But what 1 found here is
much higher than that.”

With o grant from the U.S.
State Department, schools In
San Dlego, Chuln Vista, San
Marcos and Blythe are now
linked by computer with
schools in Jalalabad, and stu-
dents are exchanging e-mails,

Brown, Moini and others in-
volved in the Afghanistan out-
reach say their efforts are just
the beginning.

Plans call for more build-
Ings, mere medleal supplies
and equipment shipped o Ja-
lalabad, more tralning for pro-
fessors and doctors, and more
U.8. schools linked to their
colnterparts in Afghanistan,

In & country as desperately
poor and needy as Afghani-
stan, these private efforts may
not do much to improve overall
living conditlons. But Moini, an
Iranlan-born nurse, takes her
motte from Mother Teresa:
“We cannot all do great things,

butwe can do small things with
great love.”

At  Mission Hills High
Schoal In suburban San Mar-
cos, members of the Global
Awareness Club are exchang-
Ing e-malls with students in Ja-
lalabad. A recent ople was the
approach of spring in both
countries. Ajnb Khan wrote:
“Spring changes enrth entirely
and gives beauty to the earth,”

Shadia Mansour, 17, asenior

at Mission HIills, was im-
pressed.

“Its kind of cool to think you
have'some of the 2ame views as
somebody halfway around Lhe
waorld,” she gald,

Access o the Inlernet,
Brown sald, is o wiy (o break
down the [solation felt by Al
ghans, which can breed suspi-
clon and make teenagers vul-
nerable to extremist rhetorie.

“In the long term, its how
you fight terrorlam.” he said.
“Bomewhere someboady  will
say. ‘Death to America!” and an
Afghan kld will say, ‘Hey, you're
talking about my computer
paltl -

Sorava  Hoberman, 17,
thought it was important Lo tell
the Jolalabad students that
she's Jewish,

“It's who T am, and I wanted
them to know that in case that
gave them probléems,” she said,
=It didn’t, and now I'm making
a bond with people who have
had a very tenuous relation-
ship with my peaple.”

With a password, students
in both countries can slgn on Lo
a website at school or home

and post eomments, much like
at other social mnetworking
sites,

Kaylee Bieraugel, 16, has
been exchanging e-malls with
Sald Nomon about Christmas
and Eid, the Muslim holiday
that marks the end of Rama-
dan.

“The medla bullds up Al
ghanistan as disconnected and
not good.” she aald, “But when
we talk to the kids there about
thelr hopes and dreams, they
seem just ke us.”

Although it is far removed
from the Afghan eapital of Ka-
bul, Jalalabad is not immune to
the violence brought by the
struggle for control between
the Taliban and U.S.-backed

Afghnn forees.

Siill, Brown has made eight
trips to Jalalabad and Maoini 10,
all without serfous trouble,
“We're under the radar,” Brown
sald, "We're nol rich targets.”

The San Diegans have
drunk tea with tribal and reli-
glous leaders — and even a Tal-
iban chief. Loeal suppaort, par-
tieularly Mom the new Jalal-
abad Rotary Club, 5 strong,
they said.

“We've never paid npenny in
bribes,” Moini snid,

Amaongthe ambitious plans:
building a bridge over the Ka-
bul River, which during Mood
season blocks villagers from
schools and health clinles.

Pardis would like help in

Dok BARTLETTE Los Angeies Timen

KEEPING IN TOUCH: Students in the Global Awareness Club at Mission Hills High
Schoal in San Mareos, Calif, are exchanging o-mails with students in Jalalabad.

trnining health professionals to
practice  preventive  fnedical
care in isolated villages. Af-
ghanistan is one of the few na-
tions where polio still exists,
and it has a high Infant mortal-
ity rate,

Jalalabad's needs are enor-
mous, Brown sald, and some-
times It seems they are mulil-
plving faster than help can ar-
rive,

“Its like shoveling sand off
the beach,” sald San Diego
architect Rick Clark. who de-
sipned the La Jolla Golden Tri-
angle Retary School in Jalal-
abad. “You have to startl some-
where"
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